
From the Mayor
2022 included a municipal election and new faces on City Council. 

We said goodbye to Mayor Duff and Councillors Bergen Price and Dan Rye who gave years of 

service for our community. We thank them for their commitment to public service. We welcomed 

new Councillors Darcy Bell, Sandy Bojechko and Shirley Falstead who bring new perspectives 

to Castlegar’s existing and future needs. Our Council team is eager to work for, and with, the 

residents of Castlegar.

We have a great opportunity to come together in 2023 to set the stage for a growing Castlegar 

and begin the City’s Official Community Plan Update Project. Refreshing our planning documents 

will create a new vision for Castlegar’s future. A vision that will enable people, places, and 

businesses to thrive. 

I am proud of Castlegar’s wide-ranging accomplishments in 2022. We took many steps to ensure 

Castlegar is ready for development, including reducing costs and taxes to incentivize development, 

formalizing a Sidewalk Vendor Bylaw to support outdoor patios and vending, committing to 

economic development, and providing a long-term land lease for the Castlegar & District Chamber 

of Commerce’s new multi-use building to bring economic benefits, tourism, and local business 

support together.

We made decisions with housing on top of our minds. We selected Steel River Group and Lu’ma 

Native Housing Society to develop the housing at the historical Eremenko building downtown, 

entered into a cost-sharing agreement for the second phase of Twin Rivers to proceed in the 

south end of town, approved a development in the south end of the City which will bring 

new housing and live/work spaces, and received a grant from the Union of British Columbia 

Municipalities to complete a Housing Needs Report. 

We planned for the installation of Canada's tallest castle play structure at Millennium Park & Ponds, 

installed City-wide wayfinding signs, and partnered with the Chamber to install Love Castlegar 

banners along Columbia Avenue, featuring local businesses and the faces behind them. Please 

turn the page to learn more about highlights from 2022 and new projects. 

We continued to support Castlegar’s volunteers. To name a few, Communities in Bloom 

volunteers were recognized with the highest five blooms ranking and received the bronze prize 

in the grand champions category, another group of volunteers delivered a successful Celebrating 

Canada’s Cultural Diversity July 1st event and Thanksgiving community potluck, and the Castlegar 

Festival Society delivered the first Sunfest since the pandemic. Thank you to every person who 

volunteers time and energy in our community, you are what makes our community special. 

Thank you to everyone who has made Castlegar home. We are better together. On behalf of the 

City Council and staff, I wish you a happy and healthy year in 2023. 
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There's always more at castlegar.ca/news

WK Regional Airport
Improving reliability continues to be top priority
We are now awaiting regulatory approval for a Required 

Navigational Performance (RNP) solution which will allow aircraft to 

follow a guided approach into our valley, below the levels currently 

used, so they can get lower and closer to our airport before 

deciding if they can land. The City also purchased a runway plow, 

installed runway edge lighting, and adjusted passenger facility fees 

to support the growing airport.

New Website Coming Soon
Still at castlegar.ca, just better
In today’s world, we know residents want to be able to do business 

with the City without having to come into City Hall. That’s why we 

are building a new website that expands online services, providing 

easier access to information, and allowing residents to sign-up for 

email updates about City information. 

In 2022, the City:

Curbside Organics 
Collection Program
Starting later this year
Curbside organics and yard waste collection is 

coming to Castlegar. Currently, British Columbia 

diverts 80% of organic waste from landfills. 

This program will allow our region to join the 

effort by taking organic waste from methane-

producing garbage to valuable compost, freeing 

up space in our landfill.

What will be accepted?
Pretty much any kind of raw or cooked food 

scraps and plant based food items such as paper 

napkins, bamboo chopsticks and even soiled 

pizza boxes will be accepted, including:

MEAT + 
BONES

DAIRY 
PRODUCTS

PAPER 
CONTAINERS

BREAD COFFEE  
+ TEA

FRUIT + 
VEGGIES

YARD + 
GARDEN

EGGS
COOKED 

FOOD

CUT 
FLOWERS

SOILED 
PAPER

 More about the Curbside Organics Collection 

Program is available at rdck.ca/organics.

SUPPORTED CAUSES + ORGANIZATIONS

SUPPORTED BUSINESS + DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPED THE HARVEST MATCH PROGRAM

 • Kootenay Doukhobor Historical Society for the 

archives and research centre project

 • Selkirk College for their Bridging Rural Homelessness 

and Well-Being project

 • Red Cross in support of Ukraine

 • Run 4 Refugees fundraiser

 • Stanley Humphries High School 50-year 

homecoming reunion

 • Kootenay Robusters Dragon Boat Team for their 

breast cancer awareness calendar campaign

 • Chamber of Commerce Annual Business Awards

 • Changed the lights on the Kinnaird overpass for 10 

groups to bring awareness to their causes

 • Committed to identifying potential sites for the 

construction of a new or replacement school during 

the Community Plan Review Project

 • Issued 696 business licences and 155 building permits

Developed a new Harvest Match program to reduce 

food waste and bear attractants by connecting 

fruit or nut tree owners with locals ready to pick 

unwanted fruit & nuts.


